Language Arts Lesson Plan
Voice using the 6+1 WwritingTtraits
Lesson Purpose:
· Students will develop skills in identifying strong voice and practice revising a weaker piece to make it strong in voice.
Specific skills:
· Listening for voice

· Ranking passages according to their strength of voice

· Revising a weaker piece to make voice stronger

Lesson Resources:
· 6 +1 writing traits teachers manual

· 6+1 writing trait student booklet

Lesson Materials:

· samples of writing
· Transparency –voice rubric
Time:

· Approx. 45-50 minutes
Lesson Phases: 
(1) Anticipatory Phase:(Helping students get ready to learn)
· Invite students to review last lesson on voice, and  review details  
· Voice:
·  A writer lets his/her personality/perspective show through
· you feel what the author portrays, energy, emotion, feelings
· audience is connected
· a powerful means of enhancing ideas
· feels like the author is talking to you
· ideas is what you have, Voice you how you say it! (Dr.Seuss, Robert Munch, Julie. B. Jones)
· voice is highly related to purpose
· Next explain to students that today we are going to look at pieces of writing samples and we will be trying to identify strong voices within the samples vs. weaker voices within the samples.  Later we will also attempt to try and revise the weaker pieces to make it stronger in voice.
Pose question, “If we are looking for voice in a piece of writing what are some key points we should be looking for? ***Wait for student’s response- may need to prompt discussion, discuss feelings, emotions, feeling connected, uniqueness etc.).
**After brief discussion read 2 examples, Dr. Suess, & a bad piece (with no voice) ask students what piece they think displays more voice.  Then show rubric on overhead, pointing out the details that the good voice sample had.  
 (2)Realization Phase: (Students actively learning)
· Next remind students to think about all the characteristics of voice while listening to the three passages.
· Read the three passages
· Next put the overhead rubric up again, and give students a few minutes to complete rankings of the passages in their duo tangs.
· Next, pass out stickies and ask students to grade each passage according to the rubric for each sticky.  Then allow group work for discussion according to their rankings. Stick them on the white board according to highest-lowest rankings.
(3)Contemplative Phase: (Students reflecting upon, extending and evaluating their learning)
· Once students have done this, call them up with their stickies and have group discussion which one actually had the stronger voice, and why.
· Climbing Wall- 5-6: powerful, rich voice, really sets the scene, makes you feel connected like you are there.  Has a lot of energy.
· Picking Blackberries -3- does have moments of voice, however not distinctive.  Fades in and out. Lacks strong emotions, and energy.
· Fireworks-2-1- very weak voice, does not stand out at all, no energy or emotion comes out, voice is not connected with the audience.

· After discussion students then rewrite one of the weaker pieces to make it stronger in voice.
· Put on board a list ideas of how they can make voice stronger;
· put more feelings in

· add enthusiasm, words that reveal emotions

· make the reader feel like he/she is there in the scene

· add descriptive details that will make the reader feel strongly
Lesson Assessment:
· Observation/participation in class discussion, ability to  work in a group, revisions of writing piece
Extension Activities*** If time permits have students move onto next part of lesson 
Reflection of Lesson:

